CHAPTER  I

THE Naga, Nag, or hooded serpent, com-
monly known as the Cobra, is still held
sacred in India, as it once was in many other
countries. It is called the good snake, and is
considered as a protector and as a harbinger of
success.

Although the poison of this serpent is so deadly,
few Hindus will injure a Naga, and still fewer can
be induced to kill one.

At many towns, during the festival of the
Nagapanchami, which is held in honour of the
serpent demigods, living Cobras were, and prob-
ably still are, brought in from the country for
sale. These were bought up by the townsfolk,
who turned them loose, to free them from cap-
tivity, as an act of religious merit.

Over a great part of India the rudely carved
representation of a serpent, or a round stone in
place of it, is to be found under nearly every
large tree. To these Nags, as they are called,
offerings are made, not of such things as are
usually eaten by snakes, but of tljjngs suitable
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